Desoto’s Guide to City Services – 2006

CITY PERMITS, LICENSES AND FEES

All transactions are processed at City Hill

PERMITS

Building Permits:  Building permits may be obtained at City Hall.  A building permit is required for the following:  New Construction, Swimming Pools, Additions, Fences, Remodeling, Satellite Dish, Storage Sheds, Retaining Wall, Demolition and Excavation and/or Driveways.

The cost of the permit is determined by the following construction:

New Construction – Residential/Commercial:  26 cents per square foot of living and non-living space.  The fee will increase 3% annually on April first (1st) of each year.

Remodeling – Residential/Commercial:  Sq. Ft. X 26 cents divided by 2 or number of times an inspection is needed, whichever is less.  The fee will increase 3% annually on April first (1st) of each year.

Swimming Pool Permits:  $25.00

Fence Permits:  $25.00

Demolition Permits:  $25.00

Retaining Wall Permits:  $25.00

Sign Permits:  Lighted or otherwise - $25.00

Yard Sale Permits:  The charge is $2.50 for a two day permit.  Limited to five sales per calendar year.  Sunday sales are prohibited.

Excavation and/or Driveway Permits:  (Cost to be determined by City) Minimum $250 for Asphalt and Minimum $400.00 for Concrete.

All Other Permits:  Minimum of $25.00

LICENSES

Business Licenses:  Due July 1st of each year.

Liquor Licenses:  Due July 1st of each year.

Dog and Cat License:  Due January 1st of each year.  Rabies vaccination receipt is required to purchase tag.  Tags are $7.00 if your pet is spayed or neutered, $10.00 if they are not.  There is a $1.00 penalty if you have not purchased your pet tags by February 1st.

CITY CODE VIOLATION

Open Burning:  The Department of Natural Resources forbids burning of any refuse, garbage, leaves, rubbish or rubble inside the City limits.  Recreation fires, such as BBQ’s and wiener roasts are permissible.  Fire area can be no greater than 3’ X 3’.  Please call 596-3888 and 586-8891 before starting your fire.

Weeds:  All noxious weeds and unattended vegetation within the City which has obtained the height of seven inches or more must be cut by the property owner.

Abandoned Vehicles:  Any unlicensed vehicle is prohibited on any property or City Street.

Water/Sewer Fees and Deposit

A $100.00 water deposit is required for rental occupants.  Water bills are billed monthly and payable on or before the due date.  10% penalty added after 5:00 p.m. on due date.  If past due amount is unpaid 10 days after due date, utilities may be disconnected without further notice.

Water Rates:  $11.68 for the first 2,000 gallons, $5.30 per 1,000 gallons over 2,000 gallons.

Sewer Rates:  $5.72 for the first 2,000 gallons, $2.86 per 1,000 gallons thereafter.  

Minimum bill with trash service:  $33.64.

Rates increase 3% annually on June 1st.

TAXES 2006

	Property Taxes:
	
	Sales Tax:

	Basic tax levy for latest year (per $100 assessed valuation)
	City – 1.5%

	City - $0.4476
	State - $0.0300
	County – 1.625%

	School - $4.0409
	Library - $0.1905
	State – 4.225%

	Park - $0.1142
	Ambulance - $0.4595
	Total – 7.350%

	Junior College - $0.3483
	Other - $0.5148 (Health ‑ 0.0769; Road ‑ 0.2164; Handicap – 0.963; Park ‑ 0.0289; Mental Health – 0.0963)

	
	Total - $6.1458
	


Figuring Your Property Tax:  Property taxes (both real and personal) are taken by multiplying the total property tax rate times your assessed valuation.  Assessed valuation is a percentage of your property’s market value as determined by the County Assessor.  Assessment rates are set by the State as follows:

	Real Property
	
	Personal Property

	Residential
	19% of value
	
	Manufactured Homes
	19% of value

	Agricultural
	12% of value or Productive Capability
	
	Farm Machinery
	12% of value

	Other
	32% of value
	
	Livestock
	12% of value

	
	
	
	Historic (Cars,  Planes)
	5% of value

	
	
	
	Crops (Grains)
	.5% of value

	
	
	
	Vehicles, other
	33.3% of value


